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LAST BUSH BUDGET SLASHES PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAMS BY $1.6 BILLION   
Instead of investing in disease prevention and health promotion, final Bush budget harms progress  
 
The Coalition for Health Funding (CHF) is profoundly concerned at the depth and breadth of President’s Bush’s 
proposed cuts in his last budget request to Congress for public health programs aimed at preventing disease, 
promoting health, supporting the disabled, and providing safety net access to a range of health and behavioral 
health services for millions of Americans who lack health insurance.  The Administration’s FY 2009 budget is 
more of the same:  a continued pattern of eliminating, seriously cutting, or flat-funding critical public health 
programs.  CHF calls on Congress to reject the Administration’s budget and pledge to work with the coalition to 
provide meaningful investments in discretionary health funding for prevention, services and supports, and 
research. 
 
In particular, the Administration would egregiously cut funding at the Health Resources and Services 
Administration by nearly $1 billion, including a 68 percent cut for health professions training as we face serious 
shortages across the board in health and public health professionals; total elimination of the graduate medical 
education program for pediatricians; near elimination of rural health programs; and complete elimination of 
several smaller, targeted programs such as Children’s EMS, traumatic brain injury and newborn screening.      
 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the premiere public health disease prevention and control agency 
in the world is slated for a seven percent cut below FY 2008 which, if enacted, would return the agency to funding 
levels not seen since FY 2003. The deepest cuts at CDC are proposed for the State and Local Preparedness grants, 
a loss of $136 million on top of a cut of $100 million enacted in FY 2006; the elimination of the Preventive 
Health and Health Services Block Grant and the near elimination of the monitoring and treatment activities for 
World Trade Center response victims within the National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health.  Other deep 
cuts amounting to 27 percent, are proposed for infectious diseases, including West Nile Virus activities despite 
continuing spread and recurrence across the U.S., and for environmental health activities.  
 
The President’s budget proposes to cut the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration by nearly 
six percent, including an unfathomable 14 percent cut for mental health programs.  SAMHSA provides critical, 
needed services for returning Iraq war veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress and other disorders.  Twenty-
three million Americans struggle with a serious substance problem for which treatment is needed.  Substance 
abuse leads to lost productivity, domestic violence, child abuse, criminal involvement and premature and 
preventable deaths… in any given year, approximately 6 percent of adults have a serious mental illness and a 
similar proportion of children have a serious emotional disturbance. The proposed budget for FY 2000 clearly 



cannot address these stated needs, among the most costly, most dependent on public funding, and proportionately 
least well resourced.   
 
The National Institutes of Health (NIH) is level funded in the President’s budget, the sixth consecutive year that 
the NIH budget has failed to keep pace with biomedical inflation. Over the past five years, flat funding of the NIH 
has resulted in lost purchasing power totaling 11 percent due to inflation.  If the President’s FY 2009 budget 
request becomes law, NIH will have lost one-seventh of its purchasing power due to inflation.  The nation is 
losing its premier biomedical research capacity and that will have serious impact on the health of all Americans 
now and in the future. 
 
The brightest spot in the FY 2009 budget request is a $50 million increase for the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA).  But this is a mere 2.9 percent increase, barely enough to keep pace with inflation.  This agency, so critical 
to protecting the nation against tainted food, drugs and medical devices is failing to keep up with its essential, 
protective mission.  A recent GAO report has warned that massive increases in global imports are overwhelming 
the FDA whose scientific core is badly eroding.  This agency needs a solid infusion of funds in FY 2009 to set it 
on the road to double its budget in the next few years.   
 
In response to the President’s FY 2009 budget request, Julio Abreu, President of the Coalition for Health Funding 
stated, “President Bush’s last budget could have been an opportunity to make a meaningful investment in the 
health of all Americans.  Instead, this budget leaves a lasting legacy of failure to meet the public health challenges 
facing us now and into the future.  It is not only deeply disappointing, but harmful.” 
 
The Coalition for Health Funding is a nonprofit alliance of 57 national voluntary and professional associations 
comprising approximately 40 million health care professionals, lay volunteers, patients and families.  The 
Coalition works in a nonpartisan fashion to ensure that discretionary health spending remains highly visible as 
Congress and the Administration set federal budget priorities.  Founded in 1970, the Coalition is the oldest, most 
broadly based health coalition focused on the budget and appropriations process for discretionary programs.   
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